JAPANESE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND EDUCATION

How have Human Resources been developed and used in the Economic

Development of Japan?

SUMMARY

1. Professionalism — 5 Elements for the Nation’s Development.
The professionalism which has supported Japan’s economic development has 5
elements:

e Ambition

e Diligence

e Loyalty

¢ Manners & Morals

e Pragmatism

2. First Big Bang — Economic Development since the Meiji Restoration and
Education on the ‘Japanese Spirit combined with Western Learning’.
Japan’s economic development has accelerated since the Meiji Restoration 150 years
ago. The reasons for this include:
1. The energy of the entire nation was released as a result of the abolition of
social classes. |
2. The traditional ethos of individual classes (soldier, farmer, artisan,
merchant etc) was succeeded by a national ethos resulting in the

formulation of the above-mentioned elements of professionalism.



3. The education system was established and these 5 elements of
professionalism were taught as a discipline.
The Government introduced the nation to western civilization and educated them in
western ways. The philosophy of this education was “Japanese Spirit combined with
Western Learning”. This approach to education was successful because traditional
“Japanese Spirit” already encompassed the essence upon which “Western Learning”

thrived.

3. Second Big Bang — Economic Development after WWII and Businessman
Training.
Japan recovered from the defeat of WWII and succeeded in rapid economic growth.
The reasons for this growth include:
1. Japanese people still held firm to the 5 elements of professionalism.
2. Human development was made within each company, especially through
‘on the job training’ (OJT). It is through such development that

professionalism was enhanced.

4. Third Big Bang — Human Resources Development Enabling New Economic
Growth in the 21° Century.

Since the 1990’s, Japan’s economy has been in a newly reformed era. The elements

of professionalism which present-day Japan needs have not changed from the above-

mentioned 5 although another one element has been added, that of ‘an international

way of thinking’. There is now a heightened expectation of the education system to

enhance the importance of professionalism. For this reason, reform of the Japanese

education syvstem is required.
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