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ROLE CF SULTAN AWRANGYZEB ALAMGIR OF INDIA IN THE
COMPILATION OF AL-FATAWA AL-ALAMGIRIYYAH

Sultan Awrangzeb Alamgir of Mughul Dynasty became the emperor of
India in 1068 A.H. In those days there was no any comprehensive authentic book
on Hanafi jurisprudence in India and as such Muslim scholars, muftis, judges and
legislators were facing great difficulty in finding authentic references for many
Islamic principles and rules. As Sultan was well-versed in Islamic jurisprudence,
he intended to compile a comprehensive book on Islamic jurisprudence under his
own supervision for the benefit of judges, muftis, scholars and legislators.! He thus
formed a committee of 28 prominent Muslim scholars and jurists from all parts of
India under the chairmanship of Shaikh Nizamuddin Burhanpuri in 1078 A H. and
ordered it to compile an extensive book on Hanafi jurisprudence and collect
therein in systematic order the most auhtoriatative decisions and verdicts of earlier
and later jurists which were scattered in a number of books on Hanafi
jurisprudence so as to be a convenient work of reference. According to reliable
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historical sources, the following were the members of the committee.

Shaikh Nizamuddin Burhanpuri (chairman)
haﬁ\n T\hzamuo din Thathwi.

haikh Abul Khair Thathwi.
fn”’ ""1 Raziuddin Bhagalpuri.
Viawlana 7\/ fuhammad jamil
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12. Qadi Abdul Samad Jonpuri.

13. Mawlana Abul Waiz Hargami.

14. Shaikh Abul Barakat Dehlawi.

15. Shaikh Ahmad Gopalwi.

16. Mawlana Abdul Fattah Samadani.

17. Qadi Ismatullah Lakhnawi.

18. Qadi Muhammad Dawlat Fatehpuri.
19. Mawlana Muhammad Saeed Sehalwi.
20. Shaikh Muhammad Ghos Kakordi.
21. Mufti Muhammad Akram Lahori.

22. Shah Abdur Rahim Dehlawi.

23. Mawlana Fasihuddin Phulwari.

24. Qadi Syed Inayatullah Mongiri.

25. Mawlana Muhammad Shafi Sarhindi.
26. Mawlana Wajihur Rab.

27. Mawlana Ghulam Muhammad.

28. Mawlana Amir Miran Allamah al-Farah.

But according to some historical sources, the committee was formed in 1073
AH. Immediately after its formation., the committee started its work with great
devotion and skill. Various sub-committees were formed to work on different
chapters of jurisprudence. All the relevant bocks and other necessary documents
were provided to the committee by the Royal Library, Government of India.
Numerous facilities were provided to the members and management of the

comimittee.
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one rule or principle and both were equa} in strength of argument and authenticity,
the committee collected both of them. The committee did not mention detailed
arguments except where an explanation was necessary in a particular rule or
principle. Sultan Awrangzeb Alamgir personally checked the committee’s progress
regularly and discussed matters of concern with the members of the committee.
Shaikh Nizamuddin daily read one or two pages of the book before the Sultan and
the Sultan heard it carefully and asked questions where he deemed necessary. The
committee completed the compilation of a comprehensive book in Arabic on
Hanafi jurisprudence in four volumes in 1081 AF. which contains the most
authoriatative opinions of the earlier and later jurists and such uncommon
opinions which have been accepted generally. Legal and judicial requirements
have been given due consideration in the compilation of this book. The book was
named as “Al-Fatawa al-Alamgiriyyah” after the name of Sultan Awrangzeb
Alamgir. It is also known as “Al-Fatowa al—Hindiyyah” after the name of the country
(India) which means “Fatawa of India”. Originally this book was in four volumes
but later it has also been published in six and more volumes.? It has been translated
into Persian and Urdu. This bock is very famous in Arab world by the name “Al-
Fatawa al-Hindiyyiak”
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“Al-Fatawa al-Alamgiriyyah” has successfully played the role of an authentic
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religious scholars, muftis,
Pakistan, Bangladesh, Afg

where Muslims follow
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book for the judges in India

according to the injunctions of Is]

% Bakhtawar Khan, Mir’at al-alam, 1
Rahman Dawoedi).
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