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Bismillahir-Rahmanir-Raheem

In the Name of Almighty Allah, the Most Beneficent, the Most Merciful

All praise and thanks are due to Allah, and peace and blessings be upon the most noble

messenger, our master Muhammad, his family and companions.

The Noble Qur’an is a book by which Allah has sealed all previous books. It was
revealed to the Prophet Muhammad who was the seal of all other Prophets, to become the
basis of the religion which sealed all other religions. It is the Creator’s constitution for the
benefit of creatures, and contains the divine law to guide people, which comprises all
legalities, advancement, and happiness. The Qur’an was the Prophet’s great miracle. It
was a proof and a witness in this world on his prophethood. It speaks about his message
and is evidence of his truthfulness and honesty. The Qur’an is the best resource of our
religion and Islam depends upon it in its belief system, worship, legal, moral and ethical
matters, story and narratives, and sciences and other knowledge. It is the greatest prop of
maintaining and protecting the Arabic language, and forms the foundation of the Arabic
language sciences. The Qur’an, on the whole, is the motivating factor that changed the
entire world. It moved the boundaries of kingdoms, changed the course of history, saved
the stumbled humanity, and in a sense created the world anew. For all this, the Qur’an
was held in the highest level of care by the Prophet and his companions, and those who
followed them until today. This care has taken different forms : sometimes it relates to
the Qur’an’s pronunciation and recitation, at other times to its wording and miraculous,

the writings and orthography, and/or to its interpretation and meaning , etc.



Scholars have specialized, by undertaking research and writing numerous
publications, in each of these fields. They competed with each other in these vast
Qur’anic fields until the Islamic library was abounding with this great heritage from our
forefathers and master scholars. This wealth was and is still considered the pride by
which we are challenging nations of the earth, and by which we confute the followers of

other sects and religions, in each time and place.

For this reason we have a variety of classifications and valuable books and
encyclopedias on what we call : the science of recitation ( Tajweed ) , science of readings
(Qiraat), science of Othmanic orthography (Ar-Rasm Al-Othmani) , science of exegesis
(Tafseer), science of abrogation and abrogated (An-Nasekh wal-Mansukh) , science of
meaning of special words in the Qur’an (Gharib Al-Qur’an), science of the miraculous
Qur’an (Ie’jaz Al-Qur’an), science of syntax of the Qur’an (Ie’rab Al-Qur’an), and so on
from other religious and Arabic sciences, which is considered in fact the greatest
achievement known in the history to protect a book that is the master of all books. This
continuous achievement is the new miracle as Allah (s.w.t) says : “We have, without

doubt, sent down the Message; and We will assuredly guard it ” (Qur’an, 15:9).

Allah (s.w.t) graces a great number of moslem scholars, kings and sultans, to show
them the importance of such books, and motivates them to possess and look after copies
of them. There is no doubt that the desire to collect books is considered a noble and a
personal task, especially if there is among them the noble Book of Allah. The following
are a number of moslem scholars, kings and sultans who were famous for their book

collections:



Al-Imam al-Hafiz abu al-Alaa’ al-Hassan bin Ahmad al-Hamadzani al-Ataar (d.
569H) sold his own house in Hamadzan and traveled to Baghdad on foot to buy
an important book that he didn’t have. He used to carry his books on his back

while he traveled.

Sheikhul al-Islam abu Tahir Ahmad bin Muhammad as-Selafi (d. 576H) spent all
what he earmned on books, until he collected a great number of them, which was

seldom possessed by scholars in this world, at that time.

Al-Imam al-Mufassir Sharaf al-Din Muhammad bin Abdellah al-Marsi (d. 655H)
collected so many valuable books, that when he died scholars came from all
places to buy his books. Since they were so many, they were sold out only after

one year.

When al-Imam Noor ad-Din Ali bin Jaber died in Cairo in 725H, 6000 volumes

were found in his collection.

Imam of Arabic language, Majd ad-Din Muhammad bin Yaqub al-Fayruzaaibadi
(d. 817H) the author of “al-Qamus al-Muheet” never traveled without carrying a

large amount of books with him.

The Ummyyaht prince, Khalid bin Yazid bin Muawuyah bin abi Sufyan (d. 90H)

also had an extensive book collection.

Caliph Abdullah bin Muhammad abu Jaafar al-Mansur al-Abbasi (d. 158H) also

had an extensive book collection.



The well-known Abbasi Caliph Harun ar-Rashid bin Muhammad al-Mahdi bin abi
Jaafar al-Mansur (d. 193H), built Bait al-Hikmah (the House of Wisdom) in

Baghdad, a center devoted to books.

His son who succeeded him, al-Ma’mun al-Abbasi Abdullah bin Harun ar-Rashid
(d. 218H) followed his father and increased the collection until he carried to

Baghdad, an amount equal to 100 camels load of books.

The desire to collect books was spread throughout Baghdad in an attempt to
emulate al-Ma’mun, and the noble members of the community, did not hesitate to
spend money in this regard, for example: Al-Fath bin Khagan (d. 247H), the
Wazir (vizier) of al-Mutawakkil bi-Allah al-Abbasi Jaafar bin Muhammad bin
Harun ar-Rashid ( d.247H) had established a great library , also Wazir of Al-
Watheq bi-Allah al-Abbasi Harun bin Muhammad bin Harun ar-Rashid (d. 232H)

used to spend 30,000 dinar every month to translate and reproduce books.

Abu Mansur al-Tha’alebi Abd al-Malik bin Muhammad al-Adeeb al-Mua’rikh (d.
429H) mentioned that there was no house among the Abbasi princes houses was
packed with books compared to the house of Saiful-Dawlah Ali bin Abdellah bin
Hamdan al-Hamdani (d. 356H) who financially supported the well-known Arab
philosopher Aba Nasr al-Farabi Muhammad bin Muhammad bin Tarkhan (d.

339H) until his death.

Al-Mustansir bi-Allah al-Umawi al-Hakam bin Abd al-Rahman an-Naser (d.
366H) whose title was Amir-ul-Mua’mnin, the Sultan of Qurthoba in Andalusia

and the son of its Sultans , should received all the credit for the scientific



advancement in Andalusia. Heused to send men among the traders to o ther
countries to buy books. He would accustomed to send them money to buy them,
until he brought to Andalusia what they would never been accustomed before. It
has been said that his library accommodated 400,000 volumes, and was reported
that he send to obtain a copy of the book (al-Aghani) from its author Abi al-Faraj
al-Asfahani Ali bin al-Hussain (d. 356H) who spent fifty years to collect the book.
He also send him 1000 dinar from pure gold, and al-Asfahani sent him a copy of
the book before taking it to Iraq. This Sultan had collected in his extensive house
the proficientes in repruducing books , with skill in vowelization and in binding.
It was gathered in Andalusia at that time bounties of books that never had been
collected before him and after him except what it was said about al-Naser li-Din-

Allah al-Abbasi Ahmad bin al-Mustadi’a bi-Amr-Allah al-Hassan (d. 622H).

The library of the Andalusian Caliphs after that had 600,000 volumes.

The books of al-Sahib Ismail bin Abaad ad-Dailami (d. 385H) were equal to 400

camels load weight.

The library of the Caliph al-Aziz-bi-Allah Nezar bin Maad al-Fatemi (d. 386H)

contained more than 18,000 books.

The Sultan of “Bukhara” Nouh bin Mansur as-Samani (d. 387 H) had established
a big library. Ibn Sina al-Hussain bin Abdellah (d. 428H) mentioned that he had

entered it and found it marvelous and unequaled.



- The library of the Caliph al-Jalis bin Abd al-Qawi carried more than 200,000

volumes.

- When al-Kadi al-Fadhel Abd ar-Rahim bin Ali (d. 596H) established the school of

Fadheliyyah in Cairo he brought 100,000 volumes into it.

- Ibn Khildun Abd ar-Rahman bin Muhammad (d. 808H) mentioned that the noble
Wazir Aba al-Hasan Ali bin Yousuf al-Qefti (d. 646H) the author of the book
(Inbah ar-Ruwah ala Anbah an-Nuhah), had a book collection that can not be
described. H is library was equal to 50,000 dinar at his time. H e didn’t prefer

anything in the world to it, and he didn’t have a house or a wife.
- Amin ad-Dawlah abu Yahya as-Samarri possessed 100,000 volumes in his house.

- The books of al-Wakidi (of the ninth century) could full 600 boxes which needed

120 camels to carry them.

- The Sultan Shah Jihan al-Hindi was infatuated with books. After him Adil Shah

and Qutub Shah, founded many libraries in India.

- Among the famous Sultans whom were renown for obtaining books was the
Othmani S ultan B a-Yazid K han b in as-Sultan M uhammad al-Fateh (d. 918H),
who used to know calligraphy and look after writings and books. If he came to
know of a book that he didn’t have, he would sent some of his writers to
transcribe it, no matter in which country it was located, and no matter how much

it cost. His wealthy library still exists in Istanbul, Turkey.




Among those how followed the path of these rnoble people in our modern time is
His Majesty Sultan Haji Hassanal Bokiah Mu’izzaddin Waddaulah ibni Al-
Marhum Sultan Haji Omar ‘Ali Saifuddin Sa’adul Khairi Waddien, the Sultan and
Yang Di-Pertuan of Negara Brunei Darussalam, whom is Allah (s.w.t) graced to
collect and obtain copies of the noble Qur’anic manuscripts and other books of
Islamic sciences. He spent a considerable amount of resources, o btaining his
personal collection, approximately 300 Qur’anic manuscripts from around the
world : the Arab east, Arab west , Iran , India , Jawah and others. In general,
these manuscripts differ in their size, design, type of calligraphy, and decoration.
Some of them are scientifically valuable, while others have historical. and

technical merits, while still others contain a combination of these merits.

This collection also contained more than 700 manuscripts from a variety of
Islamic sciences. Some of them were written in the handwriting of their own
authors, while for some other manuscripts there is no other copy in the world’s

libraries, as far as I know, and Allah (s.w.t) knows best.

This collection, especially the noble Qur’anic manuscript and books division
among them, is a valuable one, which is getting prepared for observers and
researchers from different parts of the globe, to benefit from them, and Allah is

the best guide to the right path.

























































