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Synopsis:

1. In 1983, there were 6 out of 10 people working for the Government but in 2003 and
20 years later and perhaps now there are 6 out of 10 people working in the Private

Sector.
But yet

2. In 1983 there were 2 out of 100 people who did not work while in 2003 and perhaps
now there are 7 out of 100 people who are not working for many reasons.

It is good to note that

3. In 1983 the business community contributed only 15 cents in the National Dollar and
in 2003 we are now contributing about 36 cents to the dollar.

4. In 1983 there were 2696 establishments registered and in 2003 there were 6817
business establishments registered.

While there are now over 2600 retails, coffee shops, banks and business establishments, all
are proud to flag and banner the national day theme, but we need to contemplate on these
numbers and indicators and ask ourselves “can we do better ?, can we do more ?.”

For us in the Private Sector, while we are encouraged by these developments but much has to
be done especially acting out and taking positive actions on the theme

Bersepadu Memperkasa Mendiri Bangsa.
How we see it, this theme, it is a persistent call for us to work as partners and families

between government and people, people and people, business and people, business to
government and people to government.
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1. Introduction

It is indeed an honor for me as the
President of the Malay Chamber of
Commerce and Industry to be invited to
present my paper this morning. I see this
invitation as a clear signal of recognition
that we in the business sector have a very
important role to play in nation building. I
see this as another opportunity for us to
voice our support and present our plans
and programme of actions for “bettering”
our business as a community.

I am therefore presenting this report to

show among many of us in the business community especially 21 business associations, our
“agreements” in the “perpaduan” of the business community to achieving happiness and
prosperity in the future through “A common vision and agreements” to improve, manage
and build a business community according to the “theme”.

Bersepadu Memperkasa Mendiri Bangsa.

2. The Changing Scenes in Brunei but embedding MIB in the
“Business Community”

1. In 1983, there were 6 out of 10 people working for the Government but in 2003 and
20 years later and perhaps now there are 6 out of 10 people working in the Private
Sector.

But yet

2. In 1983 there were 2 out of 100
people who did not work while in
2003 and perhaps now there are 7
out of 100 people who are not
working for many reasons.

3. In 1983 the business community
contributed only 15 cents in the
National Dollar and in 2003 we are
now contributing about 36 cents to
the dollar.

4. In 1983 there were 2696
establishments registered and in
2003 there were 6817 business establishments registered.

While there are now over 2600 retails, coffee shops, banks and business establishments flags
and banner the national day theme, we need to contemplate on these numbers and indicators
and ask ourselves can we do better, can we do more.


















